
What is the Gospel? 
 
 Like Christ, Isaac was the only begotten son of his father, born supernaturally, 
i.e., according to the miraculous promise of God by the angel of the Lord, Gen 18:9-10.  
Like Christ who was rejected by his brothers, Jn 1:11, Isaac was scorned and mocked 
by his older brother Ishmael, Gen 21:9, but was beloved of his father, 22:2.   After  three  
days of travel, Abraham looked up and saw the mountain at a distance.   Like Christ, 
Isaac willingly submitted to his father’s decree to be sacrificed as a whole burnt offering 
on the mount which he ascended bearing his cross, that is, the wood to be burned in the 
fire that was to consume him and to which he was bound, v. 9.   In this way, he typifies 
our Lord Jesus Christ who “..  went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The 
Place of a Skull, ..” Jn 19:17.   In faith, Abraham determined to sacrifice his son through 
whom he knew God had promised to bring forth redemption to the whole world, 17:19; 
21:12.  He trusted that God, who had brought forth Isaac from his dead and lifeless 
body and from the barren womb of Sarah his wife, 18:11-12; Rom 4:18-19; was able to 
repeat this miraculous act by raising Isaac from the dead, Heb 11:19.  Abraham pressed 
ahead in obedience “fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.”  
Rom 4:21.  In an act of fulfillment, Jesus Christ, of whose confidence in God to raise 
him from the dead David prophesied saying, “For you will not abandon my soul to 
Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.”  Acts 2:27, cried out on the cross “"Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit!"”  Lk 23:46. 

 At this point, the analogy with the gospel changes to one of contrast.  The angel 
of the Lord called out to Abraham from heaven and stopped him from plunging the life 
into his beloved son, Gen 22:11-12; the Lord mercifully interrupted the sacrifice of Isaac 
on Mt. Moriah.  However, with Christ, the Lord’s beloved Son, it was not so.  There was 
no command from heaven for him to abort his sacrifice.  He who had spared Isaac did 
not spare his own son, Rom 8:32, but suffered him to be the speared sacrifice that 
would take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29, 36.  However, on the third day, the Son of 
God was raised from the dead with power and was restored to his Father by his 
resurrection. 

 Lastly, and also by way of contrasting analogy, in a moment of intense existential 
dilemma, Isaac turns to his father and asks of him “ "Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"”  Gen 22:7.  All the elements were sacrifice 
present except that crucial one, the lamb.  Abraham answered his son by saying the 
Lord himself will provide the lamb, v. 8.  In his great mercy, the Lord God provided a 
ram that Abraham offered as a whole burnt sacrifice in place of Isaac and in doing so, 
he named that place, “ "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount 
of the LORD it shall be provided."”  vv. 13-14.  In the fullness of time, the Lord God 
answers Isaac’s question by providing his Son as the Lamb who offers himself as a 
whole offering on Mt. Calvary.  On this occasion, this Lamb was himself the substitute 
for all those that would put their trust for reconciliation with God the Father, in him alone 
. The above is adapted from W.  A.  Gage. Milestones to Emmaus: The Third Day 
Resurrection in the Old Testament  (Fort Lauderdale: Warren A.  Gage, 2011), pp. 12 -
13.   


